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NSL Announces ]ohn H. Daniels Fellowship 


The National Sporting Library is 
pleased to announce that it has 
established a fellowship in the 
name of fhe lafe John H. Daniels. 
Throughouf his associafion wifh fhe 
Library, John Daniels hearfily 
endorsed an annual fellowship pro¬ 
gram fhaf would affracf fop schol¬ 
ars fo fhe Library. 

"The NSL should be on fhe look- 
ouf for a high qualify individual 
whom fhe Library can refain fo 
carry ouf research projecfs. Your 
goal should be fo esfablish a repufa- 
fion for being a firsf-rafe research 
cenfer fhaf is developing new infor- 
mafion abouf old, old books," 
wrofe Daniels in a letter fo 
Presidenf & CEO Nancy Parsons a 
monfh before he died. 

Jolm and Marfha Daniels donaf- 
ed a specfacular collecfion of 5,000 
sporfing books in 1995, including 
fhe Library's earliesf book on fhe 
sporf of dueling, dafed 1523. This 
wealfh of sporfing books was fhe 
impefus behind building fhe 
Library's new facilify, which 
opened in 1999. If was Daniels' 
mosf fervenf wish fhaf scholars use 
and read bofh his and fhe Library's 
ofher rare and wonderful books. 

Nancy Parsons said Daniels 
emphasized how imporfanf if was 
fo affracf scholars fo fhe Library. 
"When I firsf mef Jack, he fold me 
fhaf fhe Nafional Sporfing Library 
was fhe ideal place fo have his col¬ 
lecfion of rare sporfing books. 
However, he felf sfrongly fhaf his 
books should be used," she said. 
"He encouraged me fo make fhis 
happen, and he reiferafed his 
desires in letters and felephone con¬ 
versations. I am fhrilled fhaf we are 
now complefing his vision for fhis 
exfraordinary collecfion. If is very 
meaningful fo have such enfhusi- 
asm and supporf from Mrs. Daniels 



John H. Daniels of Mulberry Plantation, 
Camden, S.C., was MFH of the Camden 
Hunt in South Carolina and co-founded 
and served as }t.-MFH of the Long Lake 
Hounds in Minnesota and the Old 
Stonington Hunt in Illinois. 

and fhe Daniels family. We are hon¬ 
ored fo name fhe fellowship pro¬ 
gram in memory of Jack." 

The Library's Selection 
Committee is fhrilled wifh fhe high¬ 
ly-qualified candidafe if chose fo be 
fhe firsf John H. Daniels Fellow: 
Elizabefh MacKenzie Tobey, Ph.D., 
of Greenbelf, Md. 

"After years of conducting 
research af fhe Nafional Sporfing 
Library, Tm very excifed abouf join¬ 
ing ifs feam," said Tobey, who will 
serve a year's appoinfmenf as fhe 
firsf John H. Daniels Fellow. 

During 2007, Tobey will produce 
an online edition and franslafion of 
Federico Grisone's Gli Ordini di 


Cavalcare (The Rules of Riding), pub¬ 
lished in 1550 and considered fhe 
firsf freafise on classical riding 
(manege) in fhe Renaissance. She will 
also publicize and promofe fhe fel¬ 
lowship program fo affracf ofher 
scholars fo fhe Library. 

Long- and shorf-ferm fellowships 
offer stipends fo selecfed researchers 
using fhe collecfion and, on a limifed 
basis, complimenfary residential 
accomodation. Fellows give falks af 
fhe complefion of fheir research, 
offering new perspectives and schol¬ 
arship on fhe Library's collecfions. 

According fo Daniels' widow, 
Marfha Daniels, her husband would 
have been fhrilled wifh fhe 
Fellowship. 

"The 'children' (middle-aged 
adulfs) and I are all celebrating fhe 
decision fhaf Nancy and all of you 
have made fo launch fhe Scholars' 
program wifh such a shinning Firsf 
Scholar," she wrofe in a recenf e- 
mail. "Whaf an exfraordinary young 
lady, and whaf amazing scholarship. 
How I wish John could have mef her, 
and could have known how his dear- 

continued on page 2 



John Daniels loved the polo field as much 
as he loved the hunting field. 






Grisone's Gli Ordini di Cavalcare is 
considered the first-known text in Early 
Modern Europe to deal directly with 
manege, or horsemanship—what we 
refer to today as dressage. 


Grisone," said Tobey. 
"Since there is no mod¬ 
ern translation of the 
work into English, the 
translation will make 
the text accessible." 

Both Tobey's mas¬ 
ters' thesis (The Sola 
dei Cavalli of Palazzo 
Te: Portraits of Cham¬ 
pions) and doctoral 
dissertation (The 
Polio in Italian Ren¬ 
aissance Art, Thought, 
and Culture) are 
available to read at 
the Library. (Tobey 
is lecturing on her 
dissertation March 
22. See Upcoming 
Events.) 

Through the course of 
fhe nexf year, fhe NSL web sife 
(www.nsl.org) will updafe visitors 
abouf fhe Fellowship. 

—Louisa Woodville 


Daniels Fellowship 

continued from page 1 


esf wish for fhe Library 
would fake shape." 

Ofher Library friends 
share Daniels' enfhusiasm. 

"Of course I am fhrilled 
fhaf we have affracfed 
such an oufsfanding schol¬ 
ar as Liz Tobey fo fhe 
Library. My greafesf pride 
and joy is fhaf under 
Nancy Parsons' leader¬ 
ship, we are realizing fhe 
dream of Jack Daniels' as 
he concepfualized fhe 
Library as a working 
insfifufion," said NSL 
Director Jacqueline B. 

Mars. 

Tobey is enfhusiasfic 
abouf franslafing fhe 200-page 
original Grisone edifion. "Almosf 
every imporfanf riding masfer 
in Europe was influenced by 


Daniels Fellow Hits The Ground Running 


Elizabefh Tobey, fhe firsf John H. Daniels Fellow af fhe National Sporting Library, 
has a longfime love of horses which she has pursued in her research as an arf liisforian. 

Tobey graduated from fhe Universify of Maryland in 2005 wifh a Ph.D. in Ifalian 
Renaissance Arf. Her fhesis. The Polio in Italian Renaissance Art, Thought, and Culture, 
concerns races fhaf commemorated fhe feasf days of sainfs. The palio, in facf, is still 
run today in fhe sfreefs of Siena, Ifaly; no saddles are used, and fhe firsf horse fo cross 
fhe finish line, riderless or nof, is fhe winner. 

Beginning in fhe Middle Ages, palio racing occurred in almosf every Ifalian cify. 
"The palio is nof jusf a fhing of a pasf," said Tobey, "buf a living fradifion fhaf contin¬ 
ues fo fhe presenf day." Siena—perhaps fhe mosf famous of fhese—^holds ifs palio 
twice a year to honor the Virgin Mary. Tobey will give a talk on the palio at the NSL 
on March 22. 

Tobey grew up in Hingham, Mass, near Boston, and earned her undergraduate 
degree in Art History from Smifh Gollege in 1993. She spenf her junior year abroad 
in Florence, Ifaly, and in 1998 parficipafed in archaeological excavations af Roman 
villa sites in cenfral and soufhern Ifaly fhrough fhe American Academy in Rome. 

Books—such as Marguerite Henry's Misty of Chincoteague —sparked Tobey's love 
of horses, and she corresponded wifh fhis aufhor af an early age. Tobey has ridden 
since age 9, mosf recenfly af Willowbend Farm in Upper Marlboro, Md. She hopes fo 
confinue riding in Middleburg during fhe coming year. 

Tobey is also a longfime horse racing enfhusiasf and has even named a race¬ 
horse—Raise The Glouds, a Thoroughbred owned by Francis Martin of Quincy, 
Mass. Tobey has been researching af fhe NSL since 2001 and used fhe collection of 
rare Ifalian books fo help wrife and presenf a paper on bifs and biffing af fhe 2003 
16fh-Genfury Sfudies Gonference in Pittsburgh. She consulfed books in fhe Library's 
collecfion when she wrote her disserfafion, specifically Pasquale Garacciolo's La 
Gloria di Cavallo (The Glory of the Horse) and Glaudio Gorfe's II Cavallerizzo (The Riding 
Master). 

"I am fhrilled fo be researching here af fhe National Sporting Library," said Tobey. 
"To be surrounded by greaf books, sporting arf, and colleagues—all in fhe middle of 
horse counfry—is fruly a dream come frue!" 



Elizabeth Tobey, holding a copy of 
Grisone's 1550 Gli Ordini di 
Cavalcare, will produce an online 
translation of this Italian treatise 
dedicated to the Eerrarese Cardinal, 
Ippolito d'Este. 
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NSL Purchases Unique 17th-Century Manuscript 


The Library recently acquired a 
rare and beautiful early 17th-centu¬ 
ry Italian manuscript, Scritti De 
Cavaleria, Giustezza de manegi, et effet- 
ti delle Briglie (“Writings on 
Horsemanship, Correctness of [dres¬ 
sage] Movements, and Effects of Bits"), 
by Valerio Piccardini. Research sug¬ 
gests that Piccardini was a soldier 
under the aegis of military com¬ 
mander Don Giovanni de' Medici 
(1563-1621), the illegitimate son of 
the Grand Duke Cosimo I of the 
famous Florentine Medici. 

Members of the Book Acquisition 
Committee carefully reviewed the 
circa 1600 manuscript before recom¬ 
mending the purchase from James 
Cummins Bookseller in New York. 


century. It has been in private hands 
ever since. 

Particularly noteworthy are the 
56 pen-and-ink drawings illustrat¬ 
ing the text, some hand-colored 
with an ink wash. Piccardini elabo¬ 
rately decorated the title page with 
masks, scrolls, ribbons, and other 
elements of classically-inspired 
grotteschi, made popular by artists in 
16th-century Rome after the "dis¬ 
covery" of ancient Roman wall 
paintings in the ruins of the 
Emperor Nero's Domus Aurea, or 
Golden House. The title appears in 
a central placard, and to its left are 
suspended various tools: pincers, a 
hammer, and a rasp— blacksmiths' 
tools used to make 
horseshoes and bits. To 



■* the right are suspend- 

i % 

^ A il which is decorated 

1 \ '1 with two round boss- 

\ ■ es with balls or cir- 

1 » cles (possibly the 

■ palle or balls which 

1 decorate the Medici 
1 insignia). 

T ' 1 manuscript 

1 itself is two sepa- 

^ 1 texts on 

» 1 i^orses, ap- 

J M ■ parently written 

1 by different 
\ ■ hands. It is not 

■ known wheth- 
. X a I ■ second 

\ ^JfH \ \ ■ ^ 

\ ^ ferent author 
or whether it 
—'' is the hand of 

a different scribe. 

The first three of five sections 
deal with the position and posture 
of the rider; the last two instruct the 
rider how to execute maneggi (dres- 
sage-type movements) and is illus¬ 
trated with diagrams. The third sec¬ 
tion illustrates and discusses differ¬ 


Valerio Piccardini, 
who may have been a 
soldier under military com¬ 
mander Don Giovanni de' Medici (1563- 
1621), wrote this manuscript circa 1600. 


ent kinds of bits. In the second text. 


the first section covers the rules of 


Harrison D. Horblit, a prominent 
collector of scientific texts, formerly 
owned the manuscript. Its prove¬ 
nance traces back to the private 
library of the Count of Dohna- 
Reichaertswalde in former East 
Prussia, who sold it in the late 19th 


riding, and the second is devoted to 
training, including some observa¬ 
tions on breeds of horses and animal 
husbandry practices. 

Beginning with Federico 
Grisone's Gli ordini di cavalcare (“The 
Rules of Riding"), riding masters in 



Piccardini's treatise includes a chapter on 
equine dentistry. 


16th- and 17th-century Italy wrote 
and published treatises on the art of 
classical riding. (The Library has 
several of these early treatises, 
including Grisone's original 1550 
edition.) A handwritten manuscript 
such as Piccardini's is very rare 
indeed. Piccardini covers many of 
the same subjects that other authors 
cover, but appears to also offer his 
own unique perspective on horses 
and horsemanship. 

The manuscript covers horse 
breeds throughout Italy and Europe 
and their characteristics, modes of 
combat on horseback, and methods 
of training horses to participate in 
caroselli or carousel—a kind of 
"horse ballet" popular at Italian 
courts—in which a band of riders 
would execute elaborate group for¬ 
mations. 

Don Giovanni de' Medici was 
renowned as a military and civilian 
architect; it could be that Piccardini 
was a maestro da stalla or horse-mas¬ 
ter for Don Giovanni or someone in 
charge of cavalry divisions under 
Don Giovanni's command. The 
inscription on the title page specifies 
that the text is intended for 
Piccardini's scolari —ending sfudents— 
and thus may have served in part as 
an instructional manual. 

—Elizabeth Tobey 
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Llangollen Farm in Upperville will host a black tie dinner dance 
with Peter Duchin and his orchestra on Saturday, Sept. 29. 

Mark Your Calendar 
For Coaching Event! 

Four-in-hand coaches, drawn by elegant carriage horses from around the 
country, will participate in the 2007 National Sporting Library Drive, chaired 
by Jacqueline L. Ohrstrom and George A. "Frolic" Weymouth, Sept. 28-30. On 
Saturday, coaches will gather at Llangollen Farm in Upperville, where a pri¬ 
vate luncheon will be held and, later in the evening, a black tie dinner dance, 
with music provided by Peter Duchin and his orchestra. 

The Library wishes to thank Maureen Brennan of Upperville and her par¬ 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Donald Brennan of Manalapan, Fla., for their generosity in 
providing Llangollen as a venue. 

The Library celebrated its 50th anniversary with a successful coaching 
event that raised $80,000 for the Library and attracted 30 privately-owned 
road coaches and park drags-more than any at one event in the last two 
centuries. 

Stay tuned to www.nsl.org for updated information on the Library's Drive. 


Jacqueline Ohrstrom 
(left) and Jacqueline 
Mars (right), signed 
Bob and Helen 


Kleberg of King 
Ranch to a full house 
on Oct. 27. The only 
child of Robert J. and 
Helen C. Kleberg, 
Groves shared stories 


about her childhood 


on the King Ranch, 
Texas—arguably the 
most famous ranch in 
America. 


Helen Groves, 
flanked by NSL 
Board members 
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Bath County Hunting Huge Success 

Many members of the Chairman's Council enjoyed a wonderful foxhunting 
season with Melvin Poe and the Bath County Hounds at Fassifern Farm, Warm 
Springs, Va., generously hosted by Jacqueline Ohrstrom, MFH of Bath County. 

NSL Art Curator Betsy Manierre reports on her hunting experience. 

"The first fall colors were just beginning to appear on September 20th and 
21st, when Melvin led an enthusiastic field of a dozen lucky foxhunters over 
the Bath County countryside. On Thursday morning, hounds soon struck a 
young fox and were off in picture-perfect form across the wide meadow out¬ 
side Bacova, working the line so closely that 'you could have thrown a blan¬ 
ket over the whole pack,' as Rob Banner later observed. 

"Hacking in early to conserve my horse for the next day, I enjoyed an even 
better view of our quarry as he trotted out from underneath his round-bale 
hidey-hole, down the drive in front of me and up into the forest from whence 
he came. Young and healthy, he was a lovely sight, and as Melvin says, 'a view 
is as good as a two-mile gallop!' 

"I spent the rest of the day poaching myself gently in bubbly mineral water 
at the Jefferson Baths in nearby Warm Springs, and later tucking in to the 
always-plentiful and delicious output of Peggy Poe's kitchen. 

"Foxes proved elusive on Friday, but the spirit of the field was undimin¬ 
ished as we rode over the beautiful mountains and meadows of Fassifern 
Farm on a perfect fall morning." 

Hounds met every other week from late August through November. 


Chairman of the 
NSL Board 
Manuel H. Johnson, 
Katherine Anderson, 
Mortimer Caplin, 
Tom Anderson, and 
Ruth Sacks Caplin 
(seated) enjoyed 
looking at rare books 
as well as paintings 
and bronzes from 
the Joan Irvine 
Smith collection at 
the National 
Sporting Library 
on December 8. 



NSL Honors 
Mellon with 
Mannings Exhibit, 
Showcases 
Presidents' Horses 


The National Sporting Library is 
excited to host an exhibition of Sir 
Alfred Munnings, on view in the 
Founders Room starting April 20. 
Reflections of a Life with Horses, a 
noteworthy tribute to Paul Mellon, 
will feature 16 paintings by the 20th 
century's premier equine artist, by 
special arrangement from Mr. 



Alfred J. Munnings painted Newmarket 
Start, oil on panel, circa 1947. It will be one 
of 16 paintings featured in the Library's 
upcoming exhibition. Reflections of a Life 
with Horses. Yale Center for British Art, 
Paul Mellon Collection. 

Mellon's collection at the Yale 
Center for British Art. The NSL 
show will open to the public on 
Friday, April 20, and be on view 
through March 2008. 

By participating in the centenni¬ 
al celebration of Paul Mellon's 
birth, the NSL joins other institu¬ 
tions hosting events this year, 
including Yale University and the 
Yale Center for British Art; the 
National Gallery of Art in 
Washington; the Royal Academy, 
the Paul Mellon Centre for Studies 
in British Art and the Tate in 
London; the Virginia Museum of 
Fine Arts and the University of 
Virginia; the Fitzwilliam Museum 
in Cambridge, England; and the 
Choate School in Wallingford, 
Connecticut. 


continued on page 9 
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2006 Duplicate Book Sale 


The NSL thanks all bidders who 
participated in our silent auction! 

"This year we had a number of 
books in the sale, such as John 
Baskett's The Horse in Art, that had 
never been offered before. Because 
of fhis, fhe sale exceeded our expec- 
fafions," said Lisa Campbell, 
Librarian. 

All proceeds from fhe annual 
Duplicafe Book Sale go fo fhe NSL's 
Book Acquisition Fund. 

Gross income: $11,504. 

Book with most bids (6): #8. The 

Horse in Art by John Baskett (1980). 

Lot with highest bid: #168. 7 vols. 
of fhe Hifchcock Edifion of novels 
by Edifh Somerville and Marfin 
Ross, published by The Derrydale 
Press, $910. 


1 HE HORSE 
INARr 



)■ ifiii 

I II. 0 !-; I' till Mt lliMI 


John Baskett's The Horse in Art (1980) 
lured the most bids at the 2006 
Duplicate Book Sale. 



Robards Signs 


Rolling Rock MFH Hugh J. 
Robards signed copies of his 
book Nov. 30, Foxhunting: How to 
Watch and Listen. 

Robards, an infernafionally- 
renowned Masfer, was hunfsman 
of fhe Counfy Limerick Fox¬ 
hounds in Ireland for 27 seasons. 


Visitors Abound At NSL 

The year 2006 proved fo be a banner year for visitors coming fo fhe Library 
fo enjoy ifs book collection and fo view arf freasures. The Library had 348 ouf- 
of-sfafe visitors, an increase from 212 visitors in 2005. 

Nineteen international visitors spanning 17 counfries also slopped in. The 
NSL welcomed international visifors from Soufh Africa, England, Canada, 
New Zealand, Ifaly Scofland, Swifzerland, Wales, Chile, France, Ausfria, 
Spain, Esfonia, Argenfina, The Nefherlands. Ireland, and Ausfralia! 
Combined, a fofal of 691 people visited fhe Library in 2006, a jump from 558 
people in 2005. 

—Judy Sheehan 



Sixteen foxhunting teenagers from Ireland, Great Britain and Canada visited the National 
Sporting Library. Art curator Betsy Manierre gave them a tour of the current exhibiton, 
Masterpieces of European and American Sporting Art: 19th- and 20th- Century. 



Librarians from the Darden Graduate School 
of Business at the University of Virginia 
visited the National Sporting Library. 
Librarian Lisa Campbell gave them a tour of 
the NSL and its collection of rare books. 



Flora Hillman has been coming to the Library 
for the past 20 years. The Unison resident 
edits the Piedmont Driving Club online news¬ 
letter, and uses the Library to collect stories 
about coaching from the turn of the century. 
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Josephus Synipson, who published Twenty-five Actions of the Manage [sic] Horse in 1729, based his engraving, left, 
on a drawing by the British artist John Vanderbanck (not illustrated). At right is a detail from a A-paneled screen, 
which is signed, "invented by Thos Butler & executed at his house, Pall-Mall, London 1755." 


18th-Century Donations Strikingly Similar 


Visitors to the National Sporting Library often remark 
that the paintings, bronzes, and other sporting art vivid¬ 
ly complement the books on the shelves. Sometimes 
these literary and visual worlds intersect in surprising 
ways, as exemplified by two recent donations: an English 
18th-century painted screen donated by Sonia Phipps 
Seherr-Thoss of Lifchfield, Conn., and an unbound book 
prinfed and engraved by Josephus Sympson, London 
1729, donafed by Andrew and Anya Liffauer of 
Princeton, N.J. 

The four-paneled screen fhaf Mrs. Seherr-Thoss donafed 
sfands abouf six feef fall and eighf feef wide. (Mrs. 
Seherr-Thoss' grandfafher was Henry Phipps, a parfner 
wifh Andrew Carnegie in the Carnegie Steel Company 
that later became U.S. Steel.) It is striking; on one side are 
painted 36 race horses, all identified by their names, 
breeding, and owners. The other side displays eight 
vignettes of manege horses performing specific move- 
menfs. If is signed, "invenfed by Thos Bufler & executed 
af his house, Pall-Mall, London 1755." 

These painfings of horses in fraining are mirror images 


of Josephus Sympson's engravings fhaf appeared in a 
1729 edition of a book published in London, once owned 
by legendary horseman Capfain Vladimir Liffauer, enfi- 
fled Twenty-five Actions of the Manage [sic] Horse.... 

Sympson writes fhaf his engravings are after drawings 
by John Vanderbanck (London, 1694-1739), a porfraif 
painfer whose eminenf sifters included Sir Isaac Newfon. 
The lafe Paul Mellon acquired six of fhe drawings on 
which Sympson based his engravings, including The 
Scholar placed in his Seat without Styrrops [sic], which is 
signed in ink leff of center. The drawings today are 
housed in fhe Yale Center for Brifish Arf. 

Fufure research will perhaps shed lighf on how fhese 
arfisfs were connected; whatever fheir relationship, each 
work expresses fhe enfhusiasm by which 18fh-cenfury 
English men and women regarded fhe horse. To have 
both Sympson's book and the screen housed under the 
same roof af fhe Library is a rare freaf indeed; their juxta¬ 
position provokes questions, just as their imagery delights 
sensibilities. 

—Louisa Woodville 
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Book Reviews 



With Brush and Bridle: Richard 
Newton, Jr. —Artist and Equestrian, 
John J. Head. Forward by George 
A. "Frolic" Weymouth and Nicholas 
Prychodko, Editor. Ellerslie Press, 
P.O. Box 86, Washington, Va. 22747. 
Illustrated. 2006.110 pages. $55. 

Eight years ago, John Head, then 
the new director of the Museum of 
Hounds and Hunting at Morven 
Park, came across a painting by 
Richard Newton, Jr. (1874-1951) in 
the collection. Finding nothing 
much about the artist in the muse¬ 
um's records or elsewhere. Head 
decided to follow the line he'd 
struck and investigate Newton's life 
and other works. 

In 2002 Head mounted an exhibi¬ 
tion at the MHH of the eleven canvas¬ 
es that he had by that time identi¬ 
fied—the first public showing of 
Newton's work since 1916. Calling 
him "America's only MFH who was 
also an accomplished artist," Head 
continued his research after the show 
came down, and as a result of these 
extended labors, we can now enjoy 
the well-researched, attractive volume 
that will restore Richard Newton, 
Junior's, name once again among fox¬ 
hunting and sporting art circles. 

George A. "Frolic" Weymouth 
and Nicholas Prychodko note in 
their foreword that the well-heeled 
Mr. Newton was "a full-fledged 
member of the social set he so ably 
portrayed as a painter..." Leading the 
hunt field and painting a picture 
both demand patience and creativity, 
"entail[ing] a judicious combination 
of excitement and refinement," they 
write, and John Head's text carefully 
chronicles Newton's life as he culti¬ 
vates these two pursuits. "Richard 
Newton put a great deal of effort into 
his social life, but he worked at least 


as hard at improving his foxhounds 
and perfecting his painting style and 
technique," he observes. 

As his competence at both 
matured, Newton won numerous 
commissions among the smart 
sporting set, and the dozens of 
reproductions in Head's book are a 
pleasure to peruse. We can mourn 
the loss of canvases destroyed when 
the Orange County Hunt clubhouse 
burned to the ground in 1968, where 
many paintings hanged, and keep a 
sharp eye out at antique shops and 
auction houses for those works 
labeled "location unknown." 

As a coffee table book, a biogra¬ 
phy and an American social history 
of the first half of the last century. 
Head's book is a success on all 
fronts. His chronological checklist of 
Newton's known oeuvre and a chap¬ 
ter of brief biographical sketches of 
his sitters add a great deal to the vol¬ 
ume's usefulness. 

—Betsy Manierre 


TAKE A GOOD 
EOOK AROUND 



JAMES C. WOFFORD 


Take a Good Look Around, James C. 
Wofford. University Press of America, 
Inc., 4501 Forbes Blvd., Lanham, 
Md. 20706. 2007. 212 pages. $25. 

James "Jimmy" Wofford's book. 
Take a Good Look Around, is a riveting 
collection of adventures that this 
sportsman shares with whatever 


lucky reader picks up his book. 
Throughout the 200-plus pages, 
Wofford's off-beat humor, wicked 
irreverence, and unassuming stance 
shine through, conveying this 
Virginia gentleman's unabashed 
passion for field and horse sports. 

In Part I, Wofford takes the read¬ 
er trout-fishing in Ireland and 
Wyoming; bird-shooting in Texas; 
and salmon-fishing in Alaska, to 
name just a few excursions. He sub¬ 
jects wife Gail and friends to a 
Cowboy Mardi Gras in Miles City, 
Montana, though he's equally excit¬ 
ed by the Ascot Gold Cup in 
England and visiting the battlefields 
of Normandy, France. 

In Part II, Mostly Horses, Wofford 
presents his impressions of the 
world-class equestrian events he 
covered, including the 2000 
Olympics in Sydney; the 2002 World 
Championships in Jerez, Spain; the 
2004 Olympics in Athens; and the 
World Championships in Aachen, 
Germany. Wofford, of course, knows 
of what he speaks, being an 
Olympic gold medalist in addition 
to a world-renowned eventing 
coach. The reader is reminded of 
Wofford's own achievements when 
he shares his diaries from coaching 
the Canadian Olympic Three-Day 
teams and providing commentary 
for NBC. 

Throughout the book, Woffords' 
passion for trout fishing, duck hunt¬ 
ing, the American west, competing, 
family, friends, and, of course, hors¬ 
es shines through. His tales are 
filled with people he meets as well 
as the landscapes he encounters. 
There's Big A1 in Texas—"Now, 
when Big A1 talks, most people lis¬ 
ten ... he didn't get that nickname 
by accident"—and Gary Johnson, 
an Alaskan guide with whom 
Wofford cavorts like a Jack Russell 
terrier: "You don't know exactly 
what is going to happen [with 
Gary], but you do know it's going to 
be unscripted, the participants are 
going to be gone for a long time, and 
they are going to return in a 
disheveled condition." Then there's 
Carter Eskew, a liberal friend whose 
votes Wofford is pleased to cancel 
out. Weaving in and out of the sto¬ 
ries is his wife Gail, a presence 
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whose sensibility is felt rather than 
spelled out. 

Wofford also reveals his serious 
side; fhere's his hearf-felf reverence 
for fhe land, fhe creafures fhaf 
inhabif if, and fhe dynamic forces 
fhaf shape if. For example, in 
Chapfer 4, he relafes a salmon-fish¬ 
ing episode in Alaska. Happily sifu- 
afed in a valley lodged befween fhe 
Barnum and Subdulik Mounfains, 
Wofford experienced a close-en- 
counfer wifh, wouldn'f you know if, 
a bear; buf in fhe end, if's nof fhe 
hair-raising advenfure or fhe ump- 
feenfh salmon he has caughf fhaf 
cause him fo sfagger in grafifude. 


"A frip like fhis is nof really abouf 
fhe fish. They are fhe excuse, buf fhe 
real reason is fhe new sighfs and 
smells you will notice, fhe ecosys- 
fem you will sfep info, and fhe 
tilings you will remember," he wrifes. 

One of fhe mosf hearffelf pas¬ 
sages describes his parfnership wifh 
Carawich, a.k.a. Pop, whom 
Wofford credifs as "fhe besf horse 
fhaf I would ever ride." 

Wofford firsf laid eyes on Pop 
when he was coaching af Bad¬ 
minton in 1977, af age 34. During 
fhe firsf vef check, he wrifes, "I sud¬ 
denly noticed a big, handsome, 
mealy-nosed dark brown horse 


walking towards me. He had an 
enormous, smoofh, flowing walk, 
and he caughf my eye immediafe- 
ly... I had fhe sudden, eerie feeling 
fhaf he was looking direcfly info my 
eyes, fhaf I had been picked ouf, and 
was being evaluated. 1 stood, spell¬ 
bound, while fhe hair liferally stood 
up on fhe back of my neck." The 
Cosmos fell info place; eighf monfhs 
lafer Wofford boughf fhe horse, and 
wifhouf ruining fhe story fhe end¬ 
ing is poignanf and hearffelf. 

NOTE: James Wofford is holding a 
book signing at the Library on 
Thursday, May 17. 

—Louisa Woodville 


White House Horses 

continued from page 5 

In addition, opening May 10, fhe 
Forresf E. Mars Exhibition Hall will 
teafure fhe Whife House Hisforical 
Association's long-awaifed exhibif 
dedicafed fo "fhe confribufion of 
horses as workers and as parfners 
and parficipanfs in bringing abouf a 
beffer qualify of life" fo our nafion's 
Firsf Families. White House Horses 
will celebrate our presidenfs' equine 
pursuifs, from horse racing fo fox¬ 
hunting, as well as explain fhe more 
serious aspecfs of working carriages 
and sfafe funerals. While fhe exhibif 
is here, fhe NSL is augmenting fhe 
WHHA's inferprefive panels wifh 




In his 20-page man¬ 
uscript Riding to 
Hounds on Long 
Island, above, 
Theodore Roosevelt 
waxed enthusiasti¬ 
cally about the 
"manly" sport of 
foxhunting. Both his 
manuscript and the 
1886 edition of 
Century magazine 
in which it appeared, 
left, will be featured 
in the White House 
Horses exhibit that 
opens May 10. 


additional books, manuscripts, and 
presidential artifacts. 

Please note that Masterpieces of 
European and American Sporting Art: 
19th- and 20th-Century will be on 
view only through Saturday, March 
24, 2007. 

The Library is the collection's 
exclusive venue; if you have nof yef 
had fhe opporfunify fo see Joan 
Irvine Smith's private collection of 
100 paintings and 30 bronzes, visif 
fhe NSL soon and enjoy fhese won¬ 
derful works of arf hefore fhey are 
packed away from public view. 

—Betsy Manierre 
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Recent Book Donations 


Unpublished manuscript - Marilyn Mackay-Smith, of 
Boyce, Va., donated the unpublished manuscript, photo¬ 
graphs, transparencies, and supporting archive of 
research material on the French sporting artist Henri De 
Lattre by her late husband Alexander Mackay-Smith. 
(See box at right for more information.) 

Game and hunting books - approximately 250 books 
were donated from the estate of John Kozina, of 
Arlington, Va. The collection consists of titles on wing 
shooting, deer hunting, sporting arms, horse racing and 
veterinary topics. 

Angling, bird, and dog books - Anita Ramos, of 
Amissville, Va., donated over 50 contemporary books 
and horse show programs from her collection, the major¬ 
ity of which are new to the NSL's collection. 

Dressage archive - Rolf and Carol van Schaik, of 
Cavendish, Vt., donated the archive of his late father. Dr. 
H. L. M. van Schaik, an important dressage instructor 
and trainer. The archive consists of manuscripts, corre¬ 
spondence and clippings. Also donated was a book Dr. 
van Schaik authored. Misconceptions and Simple Truths of 
Dressage (second edition). 

Sporting artist biography - John Head, of Washington, 
Va., donated a signed copy of a book he authored. With 
Brush and Bridle: Richard Newton }r., Artist and Equestrian, 
and published 2006. (See book review on page 8.) 

Sporting books - Helen Wiley, of Middleburg, Va., 
donated 25 books on foxhunting and showing, all from 
the first half of the 20th century. 

Cavalry book - John H. Fritz, of Rockford, Ill., donated a 
signed copy of American Military Horsemanship by James 
A. Ottevaere, published 2005. 

Cavalry magazines - Dielle Fleischman, of The Plains, 
Va., donated recent editions of The Cavalry Journal and 
Crossed Sabers. 

Equestrian sport annual - The USET Foundation, 
Gladstone, N.J., donated the latest edition of L'Annee 
Hippique 2006/2007, an annual reference of international 
equestrian sports. 

Anglers' Club - John F. Mundt Jr., of Simsbury, Conn., 
donated a new copy of A Century With the Anglers' Club: 
With Introduction, Essays, and Artwork by Club Members, pub¬ 
lished in New York 2006. Mundt is a contributing author. 

Encyclopedia - Ellen M. Bentsen, of Chicago, Ill., donat¬ 
ed her 1897 edition of Encyclopeadia of Sport, Vol. I and II, 
edited by the Earl of Suffolk and Berkshire Hedley Peck 
and F. G. Aflalo. It is a well-illustrated reference on tradi¬ 
tional field sports. 

Breeding books - George A. Masek, Sonoita, Az., donat¬ 
ed three books on Thoroughbred breeding by authors 
John F. Wall, Buchard von Oettingen, and S. D. Bruce. 
These books originally belonged to Col. Fred Hamilton, 
last chief of the Army Remount. 

Foxhound stud books - James L. Young, of The Plains, 
Va., donated his collection of MFHA foxhound stud 
books and hound show programs. 



Henri De Lattre painted this oil on canvas, Grey Horse and Gig 
with Gentleman, View of Hudson River Beyond, in 1855. De 
Lattre based himself in Philadelphia during his two visits to America. 


Mackay-Smith Unpublished 
Manuscript Donated 

A splendid donation has come from Marilyn 
Mackay-Smith of Boyce, Va., widow of Alexander 
Mackay-Smith. Mr. Mackay-Smith was editor of the 
Chronicle of the Horse from 1952 to 1976, the Library's 
Chairman of the Board until 1991, and a prolific author 
on equine scholarsliip. 

The keystone of the donation is Mackay-Smith's 
unpublislied manuscript on the works and life of 
the French 19th-century painter Henri De Lattre 
(1801-1876). Mackay-Smith had completed a final 
draft of 212 type-written pages, which were never 
published. The archive contains a large binder of 
photographs and transparencies and 12 large 
binders of research material. 

De Lattre visited the United States in 1835 for 
four years and in 1850 for six years. During these 
visits he painted the most famous American race 
horses as well as cattle and domesticated animals. 
Nathaniel Currier, of renowned printmakers 
Currier & Ives, reproduced many of his paintings, 
one of which is in the collection of the National 
Sporting Library. 

Mackay-Smith compiled the archive during the 
1980s. It consists of correspondence between himself 
and De Lattre collectors, many of whom are descen- 
dents of those who had originally owned the horses. 
There is also correspondence from museums, 
libraries, auction houses, and galleries. 

"The manuscript begs for a researcher to update 
and finalize Mackay-Smith's work," said Librarian 
Lisa Campbell. "He was such a thorough researcher, 
and this archive will be valuable to 20th-century his¬ 
torians for years to come." 

Mackay-Smith's books include The American 
Foxhound, 1747-1967 (1968); The Thoroughbred in the Lower 
Shenandoah Valley (1948); American Foxhunting (1970); 
Man and the Horse (1984, for the Metropolitan Museum); 
The Race Horses of America (1981); and The Colonial Quarter 
Race Horse America's First Breed of Horses (1983). 
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Upcoming Events 

Book Signings start at 7 p.m., preceded by private Chairman's Council receptions. 

Thursday, March 1 

Book Signing: Author John Head will sign copies of his book With Brush and Bridle: Richard Newton, }r.—Artist and 
Equestrian. (See book review on page 8.) 

Thursday, March 22, 6 p.m. 

The Polio in Italian Renaissance Art, Thought, and Culture, a lecture presented by John H. Daniels' Fellow Elizabeth 
Tobey as part of fhe Treasures from the Rare Book Room series of lecfures. 

Saturday, March 24 

Last day to see art exhibit Masterpieces of European and American Sporting Art: 19th- and 20th-Centuries, featuring 
paintings and bronzes from fhe Joan Irvine Smifh collecfion. 

Thursday, April 19 

Chairman's Council Privafe Recepfion for opening of arf exhibif Reflections of a Life with 
Horses. 

Friday, April 20 

Opening of arf exhibif: Reflections of a Life with Horses, feafuring 16 of Sir Alfred 
Munnings' painfings fo celebrafe fhe cenfennial of Paul Mellon's birfh. 

Thursday, May 10 

Opening of arf exhibif: White House Horses on display in fhe Forresf E. Mars Sr. Exhibif 
Hall. White House Horses explores fhe role fhaf horses have played in lives of Unifed 
Sfafes presidenfs. 

Thursday, May 17 

Book Signing: Olympic medalisf James C. Wofford will sign copies of his book. Take a Good Look Around. (See book 
review on page 8.) 

September 28-30 

National Sporting Library Coaching Drive. See page 4. 





The Pink Jockey by Alfred 
J. Munnings (oil on panel). 
Yale Center for British Art, 
Paul Mellon Collection. 



Please Support 

The National Sporting Library 


□ chairman's Council.$2,500 

□ Guardian.$1,000 

□ Sponsor.$250 

□ Friend.$50 and over 


Name 


Address 


My check or money order for $_is enclosed. 

□ Please bill my Visa or MasterCard 

Amount to be billed to credit card $_ 


City/State/Zip 


Phone 


E-mail 


Card# 

Expires 


□ Please update my address Signature_ 

Make checks payable to: National Sporting Library 
102 The Plains Road, P.O. Box 1335, Middleburg, VA 20118 • Telephone: 540-687-6542 • Fax 540-687-8540 
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The 2007 Chairman's Council 

The National Sporting Library wishes to recognize and thank the following members of the Chairman's Council 

whose donations to the Library are 

at the level of $2,500 and above. It is these contributions that form the foundation of 

financial support for the operations of the Library. 


We hope you will consider the Library as you make your charitable giving plans. We are grateful for gifts at all levels, 

and we thank our many donors and friends. 


Mr. and Mrs. William Abel Smith 

Dr. and Mrs. Timothy J. Greenan 

Nancy H. Parsons 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles T. Akre, Jr. 

Helen K. Groves 

Nicole Perry & Andrew Stifler 

Mr. and Mrs. Hector Alcalde 

Mr. and Mrs. Ted J. Guarriello 

Lorian Peralta-Ramos 

Mrs. Arthur Altschul 

Samantha J. Hallman 

Trevor Potter and Dana Westring 

Amb. and Mrs. Thomas H. Anderson, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin H. Hardaway, III 

Dr. and Mrs. Jerold J. Principato 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur W. Arundel 

James L. Hatcher, Jr. 

Henry T. Rathbun 

Mr. and Mrs. William M. Backer 

Mr. Anthony J. Horan and Ms. Susan L. Trotter 

Dr. and Mrs. F. Turner Reuter 

Mrs. Charles Baird, III 

Ms. Natasha Hunt, McBean Family Foundation 

Mr. and Mrs. F. Turner Reuter, Jr. 

Robert L. Banner, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. C. Oliver Iselin, III 

Mr. and Mrs. Max E. Richter 

Thomas M. Beach, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Manuel H. Johnson 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth C. Rietz 

Mr. and Mrs. Zohar Ben-Dov 

Mr. and Mrs. Steven G. Lamb 

Mr. and Mrs. David P. Rochester 

Mr. and Mrs. Shelby W. Bonnie 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Littauer 

Felicia Warburg Rogan 

Mr. and Mrs. George Bridge 

Mrs. Alexander Mackay-Smith 

Mr. and Mrs. Randolph D. Rouse 

Magalen O. Bryant 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Manaker 

Gen. (R) and Mrs. Crosbie Saint 

Mr. and Mrs. Josiah Bunting, III 

Jacqueline Badger Mars 

Mr. and Mrs. B. Francis Saul, II 

Elizabeth Busch Burke 

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Massie 

Milton Sender 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald G. Calder 

Bonnie B. Matheson 

Mr. and Mrs. S. Bruce Smart, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rodion Cantacuzene 

Charles T. Matheson 

Gordon G. Smith 

Mr. Edgar T. Cato 

Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Matheson, III 

Joan Irvine Smith 

Jane Forbes Clark 

L. White Matthews, III 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Smith 

Mr. and Mrs. John Coles 

Mrs. Paul Mellon 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Stanfield 

Mr. and Mrs. John Kent Cooke 

Mr. and Mrs. James P. Mills, Jr. 

T. Garrick Steele 

Mrs. Margaret H. Courant 

Mary C. Morgan 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael L.O. Stevens 

W. Carey Crane, III 

Catherine C. Murdock 

Mary H.D. Swift 

Teresa Yancy Crane 

Pamela H. Murdock 

Mr. and Mrs. Phillip S. Thomas 

Paul D. Cronin 

Jan Neuharth and Joseph Keusch 

Mr. and Mrs. George Richard Thompson 

Mrs. John H. Daniels 

Col. (R) and Mrs. Robert W. Newton 

Mr. and Mrs. R. Moses Thompson 

Paul L. Davies, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest M. Oare 

Peter S. Tsimortos 

Lawrence S. Davis 

Roberta W. Odell 

Laura van Roijen 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Dietrich 

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher F. Ohrstrom 

Virginia S. Warner 

Mr. and Mrs. Guy O. Dove 

Mr. and Mrs. Clarke Ohrstrom 

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald L. Warren 

Mrs. Frances M. Dulaney 

George F. Ohrstrom 

George A. "Frolic" Weymouth 

Edward P. Evans 

Mrs. George L. Ohrstrom, Jr. 

Margaret R. White 

Mr. REN. Fanning 

Mrs. Ricard Ohrstrom 

Cricket B. Whitner 

Mr. and Mrs. Greg Fazakerley 

Mr. and Mrs. Wright R. S. Ohrstrom 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Winants 

Mr. and Mrs. William G. Fendley, III 

George L. Ohrstrom, Jr. Foundation 

Dr. and Mrs. William B. Wolf, III 

P. Jay Fetner 

The Ohrstrom Foundation 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Woodson 

Dielle and Charles Fleischmann 

Mr. James Oldham and Ms. Elizabeth Conahan 

Col. (R) John F. Zugschwert 

Mrs. Paul R. Fout 

Mr. and Mrs. Francis Q. O'Neill 

Tuesday - Friday: 10:00 a.m. 

LIBRARY HOURS 

- 4:00 p.m. Saturday: 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p, 

.m. Closed Sunday and Monday 



102 The Plains Road 
Post Office Box 1335 
Middleburg, Virginia 20118-1335 


Return Service Requested 







